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The Importance of Hadith

ُسوَل َو أَْولِى اْألَ ͂يَآ أَيَُّھا الَِّذيَن َءاَمُنو ْمِر ِمنُكْم َو إِن ا أَِطیُعوهللاَ َو أَِطیُعواالرَّ
ُسو ِل إِن ُكنُتم ُتوِمُنوَن بِاِ, تََناَزْعُتْم فِى َشْىٍء َفُردُّوُه إِلَى ِهللا َوالرَّ

)59النسآء (َواْلَیوِم اْألَِخِر ۚ 

ِخَر ن َكاَن يَْرُجوهللاَ َواْلَیوَم اْألَ لََقْد َكاَن لَُكْم فِى َرُسوِل ِهللا ُأْسَوٌة َحَسَنٌة لِّمَ 
)21األَحزاب (

)3الجمعه (َو َءاَخِريَن ِمْنُھْم لَمَّا يَْلَحُقوا بِِھْم ۚ 



The Importance of Hadith

� The Muslim Ummah needed details of the life, and teachings of 
the Prophet (SAW) in order to follow him.

� Quite a good number of scholars have spent their lives in 
learning, verifying, and collecting the traditions of the 
Messenger of Allah (SAW) to fulfill this need of the Ummah. 



Some Famous Muhaddithin

Who is a Muhaddith

Someone who can sort out sound from unsound hadith and is able to assess their transmitters is 
a muhaddith.

� Imam Bukhari --- Sahih Bukhari

� Imam Muslim --- Sahih Muslim

� Imam Nasai’ --- Sunan Nisai’

� Imam Abu Dawood --- Sunan Abi Dawood

� Imam Tirmizi --- Jamaa’ Tirmizi

� Imam Ibn Majah --- Sunan Ibne Majah



� Imam Malik, Imam Shaybani

� Imam Al-Baihaqi, Imam Dar Qutni,

� Imam Al-Darmi, Imam Abu Shaybah, etc.

� Though, the compilations of the first six mentioned, earlier, are recognized as 

the “Six Authentic or Confirmed” hadith books; there are many other Sahih 

books, too.



Al-Bukhari, Muhammad 

bin Isma‘il

� Born in Bukhara in Shawwal, 194 H.

� His father, himself a scholar of hadith and a wealthy merchant, had died in 

Bukhari’s childhood.

� His mother sent him to a local madrasah.

� Memorized the Qur’an at the age of nine.

� Started attending hadith school in Balkh. He never took notes. When asked by 

his teacher, he narrated all the hundreds of ahadith orally to him which he had 

taught.



� Went for Hajj in 210 H with his mother and elder brother who 

returned to Bukhara after Hajj; but he remained there to 

learn.

� He traveled to Yemen, Syria, and Iraq for sixteen years to 

learn hadith from different scholars of his time. 

� He learnt ahadith from famous muhaddithin of his time: Al-

Darmi, and Ishaq ibn Rahwayyah.

� Started teaching in Nishapur.
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� He believed that the words of the Qur’an are created. On the appeal of Al-Dhuli, 

the people of Nishapur boycotted him. 

� He came to serve in Bukhara. Its governor wanted him to teach his sons, 

separately from other students. He refused to do that. The governor expelled him 

from Bukhara.

� He got disgusted with the world, went to live in Khartanak, near Samarkand, 

prayed for his own death, and died there in 256 H, unattended, on the night 

before Eid.



1. His Memory

� He had retained in his memory about one million ahadith with 

complete chain and text.

� Once, he was tested in Baghdad. One hundred ahadith were 

mixed with different chains and contents. He rejected all of 

them. He, then, recited each one of them with correct chains 

and texts.



2. As a Teacher

� After achieving fame, he returned to Bukhara. The whole 

town came out to accord him a warm welcome.

� He started teaching hadith in the university of Bukhara.

� He had thousands of students. Some of his students 

became famous muhaddithin: Muslim, Nasai’, Tirmizi, Al-

Khuzaymah. 



3. His Piety

� He was praying and a wasp bit him sixteen times; however, 

He did not break his salah.

� A friend came to see him. His maid entered the room, 

tripped, his inkstand fell.

� He used to give so much charity that  sometime he had to 

eat grass, dry leaves.

� His friends would change his old dress.



4. His Books

He wrote many books. His most famous books are:

1. Al-Jam‘e As-Sahih or Sahih Bukhari;

2. Al-Adab Al-Mufrad;

3. At-Tarikh As-Saghir;

4. At-Tarikh Al-Kabir;

5. Al-Jam‘e Al-Kabir; etc.



5. Sahih Bukhari

� Bukhari has said that he saw a dream that he was fanning away 

the flies from the face of the Prophet (Peace be upon him). 

� Once, his teacher Ibn Ishaq Rahwayyah wished some one to 

write a collection of most authentic ahadith. 

� Bukhari undertook the assignment.

� Before accepting a hadith from some one, he would make sure 

that the narrator was a truthful, reliable, and pious person.



� Precaution in Collection:

� Once, he saw a person enticing his horse towards himself with an empty pot. He did 

not take hadith from him, though he had traveled a long distance to go to him. 

� He would take hadith only from Salfis. 

� He had written that he would take a bath and pray two rak‘at of salah before writing 

down a hadith. He wrote some ahadith sitting by the side of the tomb of the Prophet 

(Peace be upon him).



� Out of the million traditions which he had learnt, he selected 

only 7275 confirmed ones for his monumental book; out of 

which only 2230 ahadith are non-repeated.

� The work was  completed in sixteen years.

� Twenty-two of his ahadith consist of three links only (thulthiyat).

� The Book is divided into 88 sub-books, each with many 

chapters. On some places, he has inserted notes to explain the 

hadith. 



� Parts of many single ahadith are given as separate ahadith: Part of hadith 

1 (Intention), chapter 1, Book 1 is also given in hadith 50, chapter 37,  

Book 2 (Faith).

� Some chapters are without titles:  For example, chapters 27 and 28 of 

Book 9 (Times of Salah). 

� Some chapters have no text or entry. For example: chapter 49 of Book 26 

(Hajj) has no entry.



� Some chapters have long titles: For example, chapter 17, Book 4 

(Ablution), “The washing of the body parts once only while performing 

ablution.”

� The book contains many Ta‘liqat (Texts without narrators). For example, 

the title of  chapter 38 of Book 2 (Faith) is a hadith :  الدين نصیحة

� with full text, but it does not contain the chain of its narrators.



� Some chapters bear the same heading. Example: chapters 27 

and 29 (Demolishing of Ka‘bah) of Book 26 (Hajj).

� Scholars have  argued against the texts and headings of some 

of his ahadith: for example a hadith about intercession, etc.

� Many Sharah of this book are written. The well-known ones are 

“Fateh Al-Bari” by Al-‘Asqalani, and “Umdatul Qari” by Al-‘Aini.



Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj

� Born in 202 or 206 H in Nishapur. 

� His father, a religious scholar of Arab Qushayri family, 

was a merchant and had land and other properties in 

Ustuwa.

� He learnt ahadith from Yahya bin Yahya.

� Learnt hadith from Makkah and Kufa.

� Returned to Nishapur; traveled again in 230 H.

� Learnt hadith from Al-Dhuli; but did not report from him, 

sided with Bukhari.



� He extensively traveled to Medina, Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Khorasan 

to collect ahadith.

� He took ahadith from 220 teachers, including Ahmad ibn 

Hanbal, Ibn Ishaq Rahwayyah, Al-Qandi, and Al-Bukhari.

� His students included Al-Dhahbi, Tirmizi, Abu Hatim Razi, and Al-

Khuzaymah.

� In a Muzakra (Symposium) of hadith, he was told a hadith 

which he did not know, ate basket of dates, fell ill, died of it in 

261.



1. Books

He has written many books. Some of them are as 
under:

1. Al-Jam‘e-us-Sahih (Sahih Muslim);

2. The Mistakes of Muhaddiththin;

3. The Levels of Narrations;

4. The Book of Names and Kunyat;

5. The Book of Hidden Defects of Hadith.



2. Jam‘e-us-Sahih (Sahih Muslim)

� He wrote this book in sixteen years. He selected 7422 out 

of six hundred thousand ahadith he had memorized. 

There are 2000 ahadith common with Bukhari.

� He has written an “Introduction” of his book. In it he has 

talked about the Science of Traditions.

� The book closes with a chapter on Qur’an.



� He did not divide ahadith in chapters, but wrote all ahadith 

in continuation, in full, on the same subject in one place. He 

divided his book into 43 sub-books.

� He gives detailed narration of every hadith: chain of 

narrators, and complete text.

� Many Sharah of this book are written. A well-known one is 

written by Al-Nawawi. Another one is by Al-Tabri.



� Muslim had made clear distinction between “haddathna” 

(the teacher had narrated), and “akhbarna” (a student 

had read the hadith to the teacher).

� Scholars of the Eastern Muslim land rank Bukhari’s Sahih 

above Muslim’s Sahih; whereas, the scholars of the Western 

Muslim land (North Africa) rank Sahih Muslim above Sahih 

Bukhari. Hafiz Abu Ali Nishapuri says, “Muslim is the best.”



Comparison of the Two Books

� Bukhari did not report from contemporaries if they had not 

met; Muslim did not regard meeting necessary.

� Bukhari had reported only from those students of Az-Zuhri 

who had lived a long time with him; whereas, Muslim had 

reported from all his students, irrespective of their length of 

stay with az-Zuhri.

� Arguments have been advanced against 80 ahadith of 

Bukhari, and 160 of Muslim.



� Muslim has only those ahadith which were narrated by two 

reliable Tabi‘in from two Sahabas with two independent 

unbroken chains. Bukhari did not follow it.

� The smallest chains of Muslim consist of four links. Bukhari has 

only three links.

� 615 narrators of Muslim are not in Bukhari. 434 narrators of 

Bukhari are not in Muslim.

� Some ahadith of Muslim do not satisfy the criterion of 

authenticity set by Bukhari.



� There are many Ta‘liqat in Bukhari; whereas, Muslim has only a few.

� Muslim has given full names of narrators; whereas, on some places, 

Bukhari has  given alias of a narrator, instead of his full name. This 

gives rise to an impression that they were two different persons.

� The scholars agree that the ahadith on which Bukhari and Muslim 

both agree are the most authentic. Such ahadith are called 

“Agreed upon” or  متفٌق علیه



Imam Abu Dawood 

� Full Name: Imam Abu Dawud Sulayman ibn al-Ash'ath as-Sijistani

� He was born in 202H in Sajistan, a famous city in Khurasan. 

� He spent a greater part of his life in the Basra, Iraq

� He studied Hadeeth under Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal along with Al-

Bukhari(300 teachers)

� He taught many of the later scholars of Hadeeth, like At-Tirmidhi , 

Ibne Arabi and An-Nasaa’ee.



� Imam Abu Dawood was reputed to have a truly amazing Memory. It is 

said that he would read a book just once and it’s entire contents were 

then recorded in his memory. 

� He was exceptionally talented in the sciences of Hadiths distinguishing 

the sound one from the weak ones whose chain of narrators had breaks 

in them or where one of the links in the chain was not reliable.

� It took Abu Dawood 20 years to collect the hadiths. He made a series of 

journeys to meet most of the foremost traditionists of his time and 

acquired from them the most reliable hadiths, quoting sources through 

which it reached him.



� He had so much command over hadith, he was considered by 
many as Imam al-muhaddithin of his time.

� Besides his expertise in hadith he was also a great jurist. He had 
keen insight in fiqh and ijtihad. 

� He always kept away from men of rank, the company of sultans 
and courtiers.

� He died at Basra on Friday in the month of Shawwal 275 H. Sunan 
Abu Dawood has been translated to English in 5 volume set.



Imam Abu Dawud's works are:

Kitab Al Radd Ala' Ahl al Qadar

Kitab Al Masa'il

Musnad Malik

Kitab Al Marasil

Sunan Abu Dawud

Books



� It consists of 5274 ahadith in 43 books(chapters). Abu Dawood collected 

500,000 hadith, but included only 4,800 in this collection.

� The traditions in Sunan Abu Dawood are divided in three categories. The 

first category consists of those traditions that are mentioned by Bukhari 

and/or Muslim. The second type of traditions are those which fulfil the 

conditions of Bukhari or Muslim.  

� At this juncture, it should be remembered that Bukhari said, 

"I only included in my book Sahih Bukhari authentic traditions, and left out 

many more authentic ones than these to avoid unnecessary length".

� Imam Muslim said that he condensed his Sahih from 300,000 Sahih 

ahadith. This proves that there are many ahadith which are authentic in 

spite of their not being mentioned in either Sahih Bukhari or Sahih Muslim.

Sunan Abu Dawood



Imam Ahmad an-Nasai’ 

� Full name : Aḥmad ibn Shu`ayb ibn Alī ibn Sīnān Abū `Abd ar-

Raḥmān al-Nasā'ī

� Born in the year 215 A.H in the city of Nasa(Khurasan)

� He covered the whole Arabian Peninsula seeking knowledge from 

the Ulama and Muhadditheen of Iraq, Kufa, Hijaz, Syria and Egypt. 

Finally he decided to stay in Egypt.

� His teachers are: Ishaq Ibn Rahwayh, Imam Abu Daud Al-Sijistani, 

Qutaibah ibn Saeed



� He possessed a photographic memory too.

� Imam al-Nasai was a follower of the Shafi Fiqh but he was a 

Mujtahid and inclined towards the Hanbali Fiqh also.

� Great Scholars became his students and notably the most famous 

ones are Imam Abul Qasim Tabarani, Imam Abu Bakr Ahmed ibn 

Muhammad also known as Ibn as-Sunni, Sheikh Ali, the son of the 

famous Muhaddith, Imam Tahawi.



Books

� Sunan Al-Kubra

� Sunan Al-Sugra/Al-Mujtana/Al-Mujtaba(Sunan An Nisai’)

� Amul Yawmi Wallaylah

� Kitaby Dufai wal Matrookeen

� Khasais Ali

� Al-Jurhu wa Ta'adeel



� Difference between Al Kubra and Al Sughra

� Sunan Al-Sughra (the small Sunan) and Al-Mujtaba and Mujtana (both 

mean carefully chosen).

� Overall most of the ahadith are Sahih and where he narrates a weak 

narration he clearly clarifies the weakness. Some scholars consider his 

compilation to have the least number of defective or weak narrations 

among the four Sunan.

� It contains roughly 5761 hadīth (with repetitions) in 52 books(chapters).

� English Translation is available in six volumes(available on line pdf)

Sunan An Nisai’



� Al-Nasa'i compiled a large number of Ahadeeth in favor of 

Ali Ibn Abi Talib(RA) and Muwayiah (RA)

� The Kharijites then beat Al-Nasa'i several times.

� He was buried between Safa and Marwa in Mecca.



Imam Muhammad Tirmizi 

� Full name: Abū ‘Īsá Muḥammad ibn ‛Īsá as-Sulamī aḍ-Ḍarīr al-Būghī at-Tirmidhī

� He was born in 209 AH in Tirmidh( Persia, Uzbekistan)

� He became blind later in his life.

� He was well versed in Arabic grammar

� His remarkable memory --- Story with a muhaddith and another of a tree

� He travelled to Al-Hijaz, Basra, Kufah, Baghdad, Ar-Rayy and Khurasan. 

This helped him get high Isnad (chain of narrators)



� His teachers were Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Abu Is-haq At-Tabari, 

Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim, Imam Abu Dawood, Al-Baghawi.

� He was an encyclopedic scholar. He was versed in other branches of 

knowledge, such as Fiqh, Islamic History, Arabic and other sciences. 

He was renowned for his excellent understanding and deduction of 

the Fiqh rulings from hadiths.



� Al-Jami` Al-Mukhtasar min As-Sunan`an Rasulillah, known as

“Jami` At-Tirmidhi)

� Al-`Ilal As-Sughra

� Az-Zuhd

� Al-`Ilal Al-Kubra

� Ash-Shama’il An-Nabawiyyah wa Al-Fada’il Al-Mustafawiyyah

� Al-Asmaa’ wa Al-Kuna

� Kitab At-Tarikh

His Books



.

The Special characteristics of al-Jami` ut-Tirmidhi

1. It is a Sunan and a Jami`.

2. Only 83 hadith are repeated.

3. Imam Tirmidhi omits the major portion of the hadith and only mentions that part 

which is relevant to the heading. (title)

4. After mentioning a hadith he classifies it narration (whether it is authentic or 

weak, etc.) After mentioning a weak hadith, he explains the state of its weakness

5. He specifies the narrators names, e.g. if the narrators kunya (honorific name) 

was mentioned, he would then mention his proper name and vice versa.

Al-Jami` ut-Tirmidhi

It contains roughly 4400 hadith (with repetitions) in 46 books



6. One hadith in Tirmidhi is a thulaathiyaat i.e. the transmitters of the hadith between 

Imam Tirmidhi and the Prophet (s) are only three.

7. Every hadith in Tirmidhi al-Jami` is "ma'mul bihi" (practiced upon by the jurists.)

8. He explains the different madhahib together with their proofs.

9. He gives an explanation to all difficult ahadith.

10. His book has been set out in an excellent sequence, hence to look for a hadith is very easy.

11. There is no fabricated hadith in the entire book.

12. A mursal hadith is accepted by Imam Tirmidhi when it is supported by a chain of narrators 

which is not broken



Imam Ibn Majah 

� Full Name: Imam Muhammad Bib Yazeed ibn Majah Al-Qazwini

� Imam Ibn Majah was born in the city of Qazvin in the northern 

Persian province of Dailam.

� Imam Ibn Majah is said to have visited Basrah, Kufah, 

Baghdad, the Hijaz, Makkah, Syria and Egypt to hear and 

gather ahadith.

� His teachers were Jabbara ibn al Mughlis, Ibrahim ibn al-

Munzar, Hisham ibn Umar and more Abu Bakr ibn Shaibah.



� Imam ibn Majah is known to have authored 3 books, popularly 

known Sunan ibn Majah, at-Tafsir and at-Tarikh.

� Sunan Ibne Majah consists of 4341 ahadith in 37 books(chapters).

� The reason there are a number of weak hadîth in Sunan Ibn 

Mâjah is because some of narrators in the chains of transmission 

for those weak hadîth are narrators who are unknown or who were 

known to be weak narrators. The weakness of these hadîth has 

nothing to do with Ibn Mâjah himself.



-Matn or the  
text- which 
contains the 

actual narrative

-Isnad (plural of 
Sanad) or the 

chain of 
narrators-which 
documents the 
route by which 
the report has 

been 
transmitted.

- Taraf- the initial 
part of the text 
which refers to 
the saying, 
action, 

characteristic of 
the Prophet.





1
-S
a
h
ih

1
-S
a
h
ih Transmitted through an 

unbroken chain of 
narrators all of whom are 
of sound character and 
memory. Such a hadith 
should not clash with a 
more reliable report and 
must not suffer from any 
other hidden defect

Transmitted through an 
unbroken chain of 
narrators all of whom are 
of sound character and 
memory. Such a hadith 
should not clash with a 
more reliable report and 
must not suffer from any 
other hidden defect

2
-H
a
sa
n

2
-H
a
sa
n

Transmitted through an 
unbroken chain of 
narrators all of whom 
are of sound character 
but weak memory. This 
hadith should not clash 
with a more reliable 
report and must not 
suffer from any other 
hidden defect

Transmitted through an 
unbroken chain of 
narrators all of whom 
are of sound character 
but weak memory. This 
hadith should not clash 
with a more reliable 
report and must not 
suffer from any other 
hidden defect



3-Dai’f  

Which cannot gain the 
status of hasan
because it lacks one or 
more elements of a 
hasan hadith. 

• if the narrator is not of 
sound memory and 
sound character, 

•or if there is a hidden 
fault in the narrative

•or if the chain of 
narrators is broken

4-Mawdu

• Fabricated 
and wrongly 
ascribed to 
Prophet 
Muhammad

5-Maqlub
• It is that hadith, 
in two different 
narrations of 
which the 
names of 
narrators have 
been changed



Mash’hur

Aziz

Gharib

Famous- hadith 

reported by more 

than two reporters

Rare, Strong –at any 

stage in isnad, only two 

reporters are found

Strange- at any stage 

in isnad, only one 

reporter is found 

relating it



QudsiQudsi-
Sacred

•Divine- a revelation from Allah (SWT) 
relayed with the Prophet’s words

•Divine- a revelation from Allah (SWT) 
relayed with the Prophet’s words

Marfu
Elevated
Marfu-
Elevated

•A  narration from the Prophet (SAW) like I 
heard from the Prophet

•A  narration from the Prophet (SAW) like I 
heard from the Prophet

MauqufMauquf-
Stopped

•A narration from the companion only like 
we were commanded by the Prophet 
(SAW)

•A narration from the companion only like 
we were commanded by the Prophet 
(SAW)

MaqtuMaqtu-
Severed

•A narration from a successor•A narration from a successor



4-Munqati

broken

• Hadith whose link anywhere before the 
successor (tabe’ee),i.e., between the 
traditionalist and the tabe’ee is missing

5-Mu’dal

Perplexing

• A Hadith whose reporter ignores  2 or more 
links in isnad

6-Mu’allaq

Hanging

• A Hadith whose reported ignores the whole 
isnad and quotes from the Prophet (SAW) 
directly



Ziadatu Thiqa-
addition by 

reliable reporter

Munkar-
denounced

Mudraj-
interpolated

Reported by a strong, 

reliable reporter

Reported by a weak reporter 

and whose report goes against 

another reliable report

An addition by a reporter to 

the  text of the hadith being 

reported


